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HOUSE BI LL 2035

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Smth and Bush

Read first tine 02/18/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to changi ng the nanmes of the conm ssion on student
| earni ng and t he essenti al academ c | earni ng requi renents; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 630. 883; reenacting and anmendi ng RCW 28A. 630. 885; repealing 1995 c
335 s 803 (uncodified); and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28A. 630.883 and 1993 c 336 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 28A. 630. 885 and 28A. 300. 130.

(1) "Comm ssion" neans the conmm ssion on ((student—learning))
acadeni ¢ _achi evenent created in RCW 28A. 630. 885.

(2) "Student learning goals" ((meanfs})) neans the goals
established in RCW 28A. 150. 210.

(3) "((Essential)) Academ c ((}learningregquirerents)) achi evenent

standards” neans nore specific academc and technical skills and

know edge, based on the student | earni ng goals, as determ ned under RCW

28A. 630. 885(3)(a). ((Essent+al)) Academ ¢ ((learntng—reguirerents))

achi evenent standards shall not [imt the instructional strategies used
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by schools or school districts or require the wuse of specific
curricul um

(4) "Performance standards" or "standards" nmeans the criteria used
to determine if a student has successfully learned the specific
know edge or skill being assessed as determned wunder RCW
28A. 630. 885(3) (b). The standards should be set at internationally
conpetitive |levels.

(5) "Assessnent systen or "student assessnent systent neans a
series of assessnents used to determne if students have successfully

| earned the ((essenti+al)) academ c ( (earrtng—regquirenents))

achi evenent standards. The assessnent systemshall be devel oped under

RCW 28A. 630. 885(3) (b).

(6) "Performance-based educati on systenf’ neans an educati on system
in which a significantly greater enphasis is placed on how well
students are learning, and significantly |less enphasis is placed on
state-level laws and rules that dictate how instruction is to be
provi ded. The perfornmance-based educati on systemdoes not require that
school s use an out cone-based i nstructi onal nodel. Decisions regarding
how instruction is provided are to be made, to the greatest extent
possi bl e, by schools and school districts, not by the state.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 630. 885 and 1995 ¢ 335 s 505 and 1995 ¢ 209 s 1
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington conm ssion on ((student—earning)) academ c

achi evenent is hereby established. The primary purposes of the

conmm ssion are to identify the know edge and skills all public school
students need to know and be able to do based on the student | earning
goals in RCW 28A. 150.210, to develop student assessnent and school
accountability systenms, to review current school district data
reporting requirenents and nmake recommendations on what data is
necessary for the purposes of accountability and neeting state
informati on needs, and to take other steps necessary to develop a
per f or mance- based educati on system The comm ssion shall include three
menbers of the state board of education, three nmenbers appoi nted by the
governor before July 1, 1992, and five nenbers appointed no | ater than
June 1, 1993, by the governor elected in the Novenber 1992 el ection.
The governor shall appoint a chair from the conm ssion nenbers, and
fill any vacancies in gubernatorial appointnents that may occur. The
state board of education shall fill any vacancies of state board of
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education appointnments that may occur. In maki ng the appointnents,
educators, business |eaders, and parents shall be represented, and
nom nations from state-wi de education, busi ness, and parent
organi zations shall be requested. Efforts shall be nade to ensure that
the comm ssion reflects the racial and ethnic diversity of the state’s
K-12 student population and that the major geographic regions in the
state are represented. Appointees shall be qualified individuals who
are supportive of educational restructuring, who have a positive record
of service, and who wi || devote sufficient tine to the responsibilities
of the comm ssion to ensure that the objectives of the comm ssion are
achi eved.

(2) The comm ssion shall establish advisory conmttees. Menbership
of the advisory conmttees shall include, but not necessarily be
l[imted to, professionals from the office of the superintendent of
public instruction and the state board of education, and other state
and | ocal educational practitioners and student assessnent specialists.

(3) The comm ssion, with the assi stance of the advisory comm tt ees,
shal | :

(a) Develop ((essenti+al)) academc ((learntng—requirenents))

achi evenent standards based on the student learning goals in RCW
28A. 150. 210. ((Essent+al)) Acadenmic ((learning—requirenents))
achi evenent standards shall be devel oped, to the extent possible, for
each of the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150.210. Goals one and
two shall be considered primary. ((Essential)) Acadenic ((learning
regui+rements)) achi evenent standards for RCW28A. 150. 210(1), goal one,
and t he mat hemati cs conponent of RCW28A. 150. 210(2), goal two, shall be
conpleted no later than March 1, 1995. ((Essential)) Acadenic
( (Fearning—+eqguirenents)) achi evenent standards that incorporate the
remai nder of RCW 28A. 150. 210 (2), (3), and (4), goals two, three, and
four, shall be conpleted no later than March 1, 1996. To the naxi mum
extent possible, the commssion shall integrate goal four and the
knowl edge and skill areas in the other goals in the devel opnent of the
((essenti+al)) academ c ( (learnngreguirenents)) achi evenent st andards;
(b) (i) The comm ssion shall present to the state board of education
and superintendent of public instruction a state-w de academc
assessnment system for use in the elenentary, mddle, and high school
years designed to determne if each student has nmastered the

((essent+al)) academ c ( (tearnngreguirerents)) achi evenent st andards

identified in (a) of this subsection. The academ c assessnent system
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shall include a variety of assessnent nethods, including performance-
based nmeasures that are criterion-referenced. Per f or mance st andards
for determning if a student has successfully conpl eted an assessnent
shall be initially determ ned by the conm ssion in consultation with
the advisory commttees required in subsection (2) of this section.

(i1) The assessnment system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent systemare used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not mastered the ((essential)) academc
( (earning—reguirerents)) achievenent standards at the appropriate
periods in the student’s educational devel opnment.

(ii1) Assessnents neasuring the ((essent+al)) academ c ((tearning
regquirerents)) achi evenent st andards devel oped for RCW28A. 150. 210(1),
goal one, and the mathematics conmponent of RCW 28A. 150.210(2), goa
two, shall be initially inplenmented by the state board of education and
superintendent of public instruction no |ater than the 1996-97 school
year, unless the legislature takes action to delay or prevent
i npl emrentation of the assessnment system and ((essenti+al)) academc

( (Fearningrequi+renents)) achi evenent standards. Assessnents measuri ng

the ((essential)) academc ((‘earning—Freguirenents)) achievenent
st andards devel oped for RCW 28A. 150.210 (2), (3), and (4), goals two,

three, and four, shall be initially inplenented by the state board of
educati on and superintendent of public instruction no later than the
1998-99 school year, unless the legislature takes action to delay or
prevent inplenmentation of the assessnment system and ((essent+al))
academ c ((learntng—regui+renents)) achievenent standards. To the
maxi mum ext ent possi ble, the conm ssion shall integrate know edge and
skill areas in devel opnent of the assessnents.

(iv) Before the 2000-2001 school vyear, participation by school
districts in the assessnent systemshall be optional. School districts
that desire to participate before the 2000-2001 school year shall
notify the superintendent of public instruction in a manner determ ned
by the superintendent. Begi nning in the 2000-2001 school year, al
school districts shall be required to participate in the assessnent
system

(v) The state board of education and superintendent of public
instruction may nodify the ((essential)) academ c ((+earntng
regui+rerents)) achi evenent standards and academ c assessnent system as
needed, in subsequent school years.
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(vi) The conm ssion shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the ((essential)) academc ((learnng—regquirenents))
achi evenent standards, and are not biased toward persons with different
| earning styles, racial or ethnic backgrounds, or on the basis of
gender;

(c) After a determnation is made by the state board of education
t hat the hi gh school assessnent systemhas been i npl enented and that it
is sufficiently reliable and valid, successful conpletion of the high
school assessnent shall lead to a certificate of nmastery. The
certificate of mastery shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the student has successfully
mastered the ((essential)) academ c ( (fearnng—reguirenents))
achi evenent standards during his or her educational career. The
certificate of mastery shall be required for graduation but shall not
be the only requirenent for graduation. The comm ssion shall make
recommendations to the state board of education regarding the
relationship between the certificate of mnastery and high school
graduation requirenents. Upon achieving the certificate of nmastery,
schools shall provide students with the opportunity to continue to
pursue career and educational objectives through educational pathways
that enphasize integration of academc and vocational education.
Educati onal pat hways may i nclude, but are not limted to, prograns such
as work-based learning, school-to-work transition, tech prep
vocational -techni cal education, running start, and preparation for
techni cal college, community college, or university education

(d) Consider nethods to address the unique needs of special
education students when devel oping the assessnents in (b) and (c) of
this subsection

(e) Consider nethods to address the uni que needs of highly capable
students when developing the assessnents in (b) and (c) of this
subsecti on;

(f) Devel op recomendations on the tinme, support, and resources,
i ncl udi ng techni cal assistance, needed by schools and school districts
to help students achieve the ((essent+al)) academc ((learnng
regquirerents)) achi evenent st andards. These recomendati ons shal
include an estimate for the legislature, superintendent of public
instruction, and governor on the expected cost of inplenenting the
academ c assessnent systemn
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(g) Develop recomendations for consideration by the higher
education coordinating board for adopting college and university
entrance requirenents for public school students that are consistent
with the ((essential)) academ c ((learntng+egui+renents)) achi evenent
standards and the certificate of mastery;

(h) Review current school district data reporting requirenents for
the purposes of accountability and neeting state information needs.
The comm ssi on ((en—student—earning)) shall report recommendations to
the joint select commttee on education restructuring by Septenber 15,
1996, on:

(1) What data is necessary to conpare how school districts are
perform ng before the ((essent+al)) academ c ( (tearnihgreguirerents))
achi evenent standards and the assessnent system are inplemented with
how school districts are performng after the ((essent+al)) academc
( (earning—reguirerents)) achievenent standards and the assessnent
system are inpl enent ed; and

(1i) What data is necessary pertaining to school district reports
under the accountability systens developed by the comm ssion ((en
student—earning)) under this section

(1) By June 30, 1999, recommend to the | egi sl ature, governor, state
board of education, and superintendent of public instruction:

(1) A state-wide accountability system to nonitor and eval uate
accurately and fairly the level of learning occurring in individua
schools and school districts. The accountability system shall be
designed to recogni ze the characteristics of the student popul ati on of
schools and school districts such as gender, race, ethnicity,
soci oeconom ¢ status, and other factors. The system shall include
school -site, school district, and state-|level accountability reports;

(i) A school assistance program to help schools and school
districts that are having difficulty helping students neet the
((essenti+al)) academ c ( (learningreguirenents)) achi evenent st andards;

(ti1) A systemto intervene in schools and school districts in
whi ch significant nunbers of students persistently fail to learn the

((essenti+al)) academ c ( (learnngreguirenents)) achi evenent st andards;

and

(tv) An awards program to provide incentives to school staff to
help their students learn the ((essential)) academc ((rearntng
regui+rerents)) achi evenent standards, with each school being assessed
individually against its own baseline. Incentives shall be based on
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the rate of percentage change of students achieving the ((essential))
academ c ( (+earntngreguirerents)) achi evenent standards. School staff
shal|l determ ne how the awards wi Il be spent.

It is the intent of the legislature to begin inplenentation of
progranms in this subsection (3)(i) on Septenber 1, 2000;

(j) Report annually by Decenber 1st to the legislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and recommendations of the
conmm ssi on; and

(k) Make recomrendations to the | egislature and take other actions
necessary or desirable to help students neet the student | earning
goal s.

(4) The conm ssion shall coordinate its activities wwth the state
board of education and the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

(5) The comm ssion shall seek advice broadly fromthe public and
all interested educational organizations in the conduct of its work,
i ncl udi ng hol di ng periodic regional public hearings.

(6) The comm ssion shall select an entity to provide staff support
and the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
provi de adm nistrative oversight and be the fiscal agent for the
conmi ssion. The conmm ssion may direct the office of the superintendent
of public instruction to enter into subcontracts, wthin the
comm ssion’s resources, wth school districts, teachers, higher
education faculty, state agencies, business organi zati ons, and ot her
individuals and organizations to assist the conmmssion in its
del i berati ons.

(7) Menbers of the comm ssion shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(8) This section expires June 30, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. 1995 ¢ 335 s 803 (uncodified) is repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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